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Online Alerts 
 As a Town, we answer citizen’s questions and 
work on solving problems every day.  Most are 
routine, but sometimes things happen that may 
impact roadways, neighborhoods, and our citizens.  
With the Internet, we are fortunate to have new 
ways to get out information immediately as things 
happen.  So, if a water line breaks or a street is 
closed, we will do our best to post alerts online in 
the following places: 

 Twitter - @bridgewatertown - alerts will 
 be “tweeted” as warranted.  This will be a 
 short description of what’s happening.  For 
 the full details of an event, go to... 

 Our website - bridgewater.town  Breaking 
news will appear as a red alert box on the 
bottom right corner of our homepage.  
 Finally we will also post events on... 

 Facebook - facebook.com/bridgewaterva   
 We will share links to relevant articles, news, 
 and events of interest to Town citizens.  For 
 venue-specific events, like those at Generations 
 Park or the Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf , you 

 should check their respective Facebook pages.   

 The most complete, up-to-date breaking news 
will be found on those three feeds.   

Trash Pickup Alert 
Trash collection will be on Monday, July 3rd in lieu 

of Independence Day, July 4th.   

Harris Summer Concert Series  

Begins July 9 
 The summer concerts previously held at Oakdale Park 
return this season as the “Harris Summer Concert Series.” 
Named in honor of former councilmember Rosetta Harris, 
the concerts will be held at Generations Park on Sundays at 
7 p.m., rain or shine.  In the event of a thunderstorm, 
concerts may be relocated to the Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren.   

HARRIS   
SUMMER  
CONCERT  
SERIES  

JULY CONCERTS: 

HARRISONBURG   HARRISONBURG-ROCKINGHAM 

HARMONIZERS CONCERT BAND  
JULY 9  JULY 16 

 

WALNUT RIDGE  SOUTHERN 

BOYS  GRACE 
JULY 23  JULY 30 

Bring your chairs to Generations Park every Sunday night at 7! 

Seafood at the Farmers’ Market on July 22 
 Want fresh seafood, right out of the ocean?  Come out to the market on Saturday, 
July 22.  Our seafood offering is shrimp for $11/pound.  We are also offering the 
following by pre-order only:   Scallops for $18/lb, Mahi Mahi $14/lb, and Tuna $12/lb.   

 To preorder any of these items, please call B-Connected at 908-4212 or e-mail 
seafood@bridgewater.town. 
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Flood Protection Information 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
requires us to keep citizens educated on flood protection 
issues annually. 
For more 
information, please 
contact the Zoning 
Department at 908
-3397.   
 

Know your Flood 
Hazard: 

High water often 
comes with little 
warning and can be 
very expensive. In 
October, 
Hurricane 
Matthew dumped 
more than a foot of rain 100 miles inland in the state of 
North Carolina.  The flooding in North Carolina alone has 
caused 26 deaths and an estimated $1.5 billion in damages. 
This figure does not include economic losses to businesses.  
Dry River, North River, and Cooks Creek all contribute to 
flooding in Bridgewater. During heavy storms or soon 
after, floodwaters can overflow their banks and cover 
streets and yards causing damage to cars, garages, 
basements and lower floors.  Any property can experience 
flooding but those within the floodplain are at greater risk. 
 

Flood Insurance: 

Citizens living in the floodplain are encouraged to get a 
flood insurance policy - it will help pay for repairs after a 
flood.  Because Bridgewater participates in the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), citizens can purchase 
separate flood insurance that is backed by the federal 
government.  The Town’s Zoning Department can provide 
specific Flood Insurance Rate Map information such as 
flood zone designations, base flood elevations, map and 
panel numbers, or visit www.floodsmart.gov, the official 
website of NFIP 
 

Protect your Family: 

• Don’t walk or drive through a flooded area. Just six 
inches of moving water can cause you to lose your balance. 
Two feet of water has been known to lift and move a car. 

• Keep away from downed power lines and any other 
electrical wires. 

• Elevate and anchor utilities, i.e., furnaces, air conditioning 
units or propane tanks. 
 

Protect your Property: 

If you know your property is prone to flooding, you can 
take steps to protect your home from damage. These 
measures are called flood-proofing or retrofitting.  One 
way to control flooding is by regrading your lot to create a 
small flood wall or earthen berm. (This works for larger 

lots when potential flooding is not too deep, and if the property 
is not in the flood way.)  Another approach is to waterproof 
your walls and place watertight closures over the doorways. 
(Not recommended for homes with basements or if potential 

flood water is more than two feet.) 
 

Build Responsibly: 

The Town’s major thrust has been to reduce 
residential development in flood-prone areas along 
its water ways. Six of our twelve parks have been 
developed along North River or Cooks Creek. This 
has changed residential land that is vulnerable to 
flooding into spacious and attractive park land that, 
while easily flooded, is comparatively simple and 
inexpensive to repair.  The Town also has special 
zoning requirements that help manage private 
construction in these areas.  If you are considering 
construction along either of these waterways, please 
contact the Zoning Department.   
 

Protecting Natural Floodplains: 

A floodplain provides a valuable buffer between waterways and 
residential development. They provide natural flood and 
erosion control. Grassy areas and trees absorb rainwater, 
allowing groundwater and aquifers to be replenished and at the 
same time filter nutrients and impurities before they reach main 
waterways. Maintaining attractive but natural landscapes along 
waterways allow for a variety of plant and wildlife. This helps 
maintain a healthy ecosystem. Further, the aesthetic and social 
value of well-maintained areas along North River or Cooks 
Creek cannot be overlooked. 

Community Outreach Events 
Bring your family out to the Bridgewater Farmers’ 
Market for these fun community outreach events!    

July 1:  Tough Mutts  
Meet some of their precious pets and learn about their 
mission to place special needs dogs in forever homes 

where they can grow and thrive.  

July 8: VPAS (Meals on Wheels and more!)                                                                                                                                                                                       
Discover how VPAS empowers those 60 years and 

older with the resources and opportunities they need to 
lead engaged lives.   

July 15:  Valley Rescue of Virginia  
Meet some of dogs that are looking for new homes! 

July 22:  Bridgewater Rotary Club 

Learn about our local Rotary Club and services they 
provide to our community.  

July 29: Still Meadows Enrichment Center & Camp 

Check out an amazing organization that provides  
year-round therapeutic activities for children and adults 
with developmental and/or physical disabilities in a safe, 

creative environment.  

http://www.floodsmart.gov
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Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

Fines & Forfeitures 

 If you study our financial reports, you might 
have noticed that one revenue category routinely 
falls short of prior years’ totals.  That category is 
“Fines and Forfeitures,” and it is largely driven by 
fines generated by traffic citations.  The reduction in 
revenues is a direct result of a reduction in traffic 
citations.   

 So why are we issuing fewer traffic citations?  
Well, I can assure you that our police force doesn’t 
spend its time around the doughnut counters at 7-11 
or Southern States.  And I am also sure that citizens’ 
driving didn’t suddenly become perfect.  (You folks 
who roll through the stop signs at Green and West 
View, I’m looking at you!)  Instead, we issue fewer 
citations because our officers don’t follow the 
stereotypical approach to traffic enforcement.   

 Our view is that, in many situations, traffic 
citations erode the bond which must exist between a 
police force and the people it serves.  Rationally or 
not, people issued a citation often feel wronged.  
Plus, it is all too easy for people to believe that 
officers are given ticket quotas to help pay for 
municipal government. 

 The other side of this coin, though, is that traffic 
stops do improve safety on our streets, and they 
often lead to arrests for serious offenses.  (For some 
reason, there seems to be a positive correlation 
between bad driving and criminal behavior.)  Chief 
Simmons is a firm believer in the value of traffic 
stops, and his insistence on stops might be one 
reason that we’re consistently ranked among the 
safest communities in the known universe. 

 Given the Town’s dissimilar views on citations 
and traffic stops, it should be no surprise that a lot 
of warnings are issued.  Warnings serve valuable 
purposes, but alas, they do not fill our coffers.   

After Dark at Gen Park 
Films & Concerts 

Friday Night Films 

July 7 – Alice Through the Looking Glass – 8 pm  
After slipping through a mirror, Alice finds herself back in 
Underland.  Her friends tell her that the Mad Hatter is in a 
funk over the loss of his family. Hoping to save his loved 

ones, Alice steals the Chronosphere from Time to travel into 
the past. While there, she encounters the younger Hatter and 

the evil Red Queen.  
 

July 21 – Miracle – 8 pm  
College coach Herb Brooks (Kurt Russell) is hired to helm 

the 1980 U.S. Men's Olympic hockey team and brings a 
unique and brash style to the ice. Brooks unites his squad 
against a common foe, the heavily-favored Soviet team.  

 

July 28 – 101 Dalmatians – 8 pm  
In this Disney animation classic, Dalmatian Pongo is tired of 
his bachelor-dog life. He spies lovely Perdita and maneuvers 
his master, Roger, into meeting Perdita's owner, Anita. The 
owners fall in love and marry, keeping Pongo and Perdita 

together too. All is well until they encounter Cruella De Vil...  
 

Saturday Night Concerts 

July 1—Souled Out - 7 pm 
This six piece band plays a blend of soul, funk, rock and 
country.  From rock and roll to rhythm and blues, Souled 

Out meets all their fans’ musical desires.  
 

July 8 — Kelly May Brown Acoustic- 7 pm  
She is a valley local and considers herself an entertainer 

rather than a vocalist.  She sings anything from  

Patsy Cline to Katy Perry. 

July 22—Everyday People- 7 pm 
This band takes its name from the Sly and the Family Stone 

tune of the same name. It is an apt name as not only does the 
8 piece band play horn driven 60’s and 70’s soul, funk and 

R&B but all of the members are regular working folks  

living in the Shenandoah Valley. 

July 28 — Maybe Tomorrow- 7 pm 
Maybe Tomorrow hails from Staunton, Virginia.  

They play a variety of music including: rock,  

dance, country, rap, and originals. 

“Our view is that, in many situations, traffic 

citations erode the bond which must exist 

between a police force and the people it serves.” 

Remember, officers have full discretion to issue 
warnings or citations at every stop.  You are not 

guaranteed to receive a warning.  Seriously. 



 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call 908-4212. 

Submit an Event 

If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please         
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no 
later than the 15th of the month. 

Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 
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July Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Farmers’ Market - Saturdays 8 AM to 

Noon. 
 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM 
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement 
Community.  
 

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater 
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays  6:15 - 7:30 PM.  For info, 
call Vickie Bland at 568-6539.  
 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.   Museum 
hours are Thurs., Fri., & Sat., from 10 AM to 3 PM or by 
appointment.  For more info visit their website at 
bridgewatervahistmuseum.org or call 237-4017. 
 

July 10 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM  Meeting at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. 
 

July - Congressman Goodlatte – Open Door Meeting - 
11:30 AM  (First Tuesday of every month.)  No meeting for 
July due to the holiday.  For more info call 885-3861. 
 

July 10 - Bridgewater Family & Community Educators - 7 
PM   Please Note: This month’s meeting will be held at the 
Bridgewater Baptist Church at 5568 John Wayland Highway.  
For more info, call Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. (Second 
Monday of every month.)  
 

July 17 - Bridgewater Presbyterian Church - 6 pm - dark, 
2nd Annual Summer Carnival with FREE games, prizes, “Big 
Kahuna” slide, petting zoo, and refreshments! 
 

July 18 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2 PM (Third Tuesday 
of every month).  Bridgewater Retirement Community, 210 
Virginia Avenue, Houff Community Center, Smith Room. 
 

July 19 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM  Meeting at the Post 
home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every month.) 

Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for more info.  
  
 

Municipal Calendar 
July 4 ................................. Town Offices Closed and 

                      No Trash Collection (see cover for details) 
 

July 11 ................. Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

Bridgewater Current 

BRIDGEWATER VOL. FIRE COMPANY 
LAWN PARTY - July 12 - 15, 2016 

 

Wednesday, July 12 
 Kids ride all night for $15 starting at 6 PM 
 Veterans eat free with ID 
 Band:  Union Groove, 7-11 PM 
 

Thursday, July 13 
 Kids ride all night for $15 starting at 6 PM 
 Antique Tractor Pull, 2 PM 
 Band:  The Hackens Boys, 7-11 PM 
 

Friday, July 14 
 Rides open at 6 PM 
 Firemen’s Parade at 7 PM 
 Band:  EZGO, 7-11 PM 
 

Saturday, July 15 
 Antique Car Show, 9 AM 
 Antique Car and Tractor Parade, 6 PM 
 Band:  Wasted  Acres, 7-11 PM 
 

Shuttle from TAHS every night starting at 6 PM 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary needs your help making ham 
sandwiches at the fire hall beginning at 8 a.m., 
Wednesday-Friday during lawn party week.  Cake 
donations are also needed.  Please bring cakes to the 
fire hall or the cake wheel stand.  Contact Margaret 
Miller at 828-2035 for more information.  

Order a commemorative brick online at bridgewater.town or call B-Connected at 908-4212 


